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In developing this response to the NCRIS Roadmap and the Issues Paper we are aware that many 

individual institutions, researchers and governments are providing submission based on their 

particular research sectors and disciplines.  It is anticipated most of these will be supportive of the 

general principles and continuing need for an adequately resourced national infrastructure strategy 

addressing agreed national priorities and focus.  This submission has a wider perspective, 

highlighting a proposal being developed by an informal working group in consultation with a broad 

cross section of the research, policy and industry community interested in genomics – currently 

being developed under the working title of Genome Australia. 

The submission addresses the issues raised under Theme 3 “National Research Infrastructure Policy 

Issues”. 

Genomics is the science that aims to translate and understand the entire genetic information of an 

organism through sequencing and analysis of an organism’s genome.  Advanced DNA sequencing, 

analytical technologies and programs interrogate genomic, epigenomic and gene expression profiles 

to address research questions and industry objectives. 

Exploitation of genomic opportunities for the benefit of the Australian economy and the country’s 

global scientific standing requires national coordination, speed and a common purpose. It needs a 

dedicated national initiative to realise the enormous potential of genomics and its translational 

spinoffs that will generate intellectual property, healthcare, economic advances and environmental 

and social developments to deliver health and prosperity for Australians.  The genomics revolution 

enables advances across all of the life and biological sciences and impacts on seemingly unrelated 

disciplines and industries such as IT, engineering, petrochemicals and mining and therefore is far 

broader than the remit of NHMRC, ARC, and rural research agencies.  A broad national approach is 

essential to address the need for genomics and will provide the strategic framework, core 

infrastructure, leveraged R & D programs and other necessary resources.  

To further develop this capability for Australia, the scale and coordination of genomics science will 

need to be increased significantly, and will require the establishment of a coordinated, national 

program investment in genomics science achieve these outcomes identified within the timeframe 

required to sustain Australia’s competitive advantage.  Since genomics has a common framework 

across all sectors, we suggest that a dedicated entity, Genome Australia, be established to provide 

the capability to prosecute a national strategic agenda in genomics, as a major enabler of a modern, 

robust and diversified 21st century economy. Key outcomes will include major leverage from 

national and international research investment, acting as a magnet attracting a talented workforce, 

and building private sector investment from the health, biopharmaceutical, agri-food, environmental 

management and related industries 

A Working Group is consulting on a proposal for Genome Australia, using Genome Canada as a 

model.  In emulating the Canadian model (which has included dedicated programs in medicine, 
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agriculture, biodiversity etc.), Genome Australia would seek to coordinate genome science and 

technology in Australia and would work collaboratively with genomics capability in the region and 

globally.  An important aspect of the Australian genomics initiative is the highly refined capacity to 

link genomic science with biological processes, medical advances and the agricultural and food 

industries. 

It is proposed Genome Australia would have four areas (Attachment 1) of focus and would prioritise 

projects involving significant collaboration:  

1. National Genome Centres; 

2. Capacity Building and Education in bioinformatics, biostatistics and computational 

biology; 

3. Ground-breaking Projects in priority agricultural genomic research areas; 

4. Consideration of the economic, ethical, environmental, legal and societal (GE3LS) issues 

related to the development and delivery of genomics technologies. 

This concept has the support of a wide cross-section of the genomic related leaders from 

universities, institutes, research centres, schools, facilities, CSIRO and industry; reflected in the 

support received from 124 signatories for the Genome Australia concept (attachment 2) as part of 

the submission sent to the 2015 Commonwealth House of Representatives Standing Committee on 

Agriculture and Industry Inquiry into Agricultural Education. 

The suggested structure for Genome Australia is the federal government providing up to 50% of the 

funding for infrastructure platforms and strategic research and development programs, including 

international partnerships, with the other 50% being supplied by co-investing institutional partners, 

industry, state government grants and philanthropy.  Genome Australia would coordinate genome 

science and technology in Australia and would work collaboratively with the genomic capability in 

the region and globally.  An important aspect of the Australian genomics initiative is the highly 

refined capacity to link genomic science with biological processes, human medicine and the 

agricultural and food industries. 

The current reality is that Australian research investment is sectorially fragmented but open to 

increased coordination and optimisation.  Accessible infrastructure for genomics and bioinformatics 

is supported through NCRIS, EIF Super Science, CRIS and NCRIS 2 and is administered through 

Bioplatforms Australia.  The entities currently supported include the Australian Genome Research 

Facility, the Ramaciotti Centre at UNSW, the Biomolecular Resource Facility at ANU and the Kinghorn 

Centre for Clinical Genomics at the Garvan Institute for Medical Research. 

This existing funding represents a baseline investment in genomics for the future and has already 

built a national infrastructure network, enabled the delivery of data for large scale research projects 

including those in the biology of melanoma and wheat and initiated the process of delivering 

bioinformatics capacity through new training programs.   The potential of this capability has been 

proven and with time, this will realise significant value in sectors of importance to Australia.  
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Complementary areas proposed for further enhancement include: 

 The ability to develop and implement novel and innovative genomic approaches to 
biological questions through investment in people and tools to undertake and apply this 
knowledge. 

 A significant increase in bioinformaticians and related experts that will enable improved 
experimental design and analysis to deliver solutions for a wide range of national 
applications.  

 Major funding for genomics projects that is not readily available in the present funding 
system.  Bioplatforms Australia fund a selection of genomics data resources and NHMRC 
and ARC have their standard grant programs where genomics may form part of the 
application but this does not sufficiently address the growing opportunity for genomics 
use. 

 Further investment in capital and operational support to deliver translation and services 
required for the emergent commercial sectors (eg community application of clinical 
genomics). 

Genome Australia would be an appropriate structure to enable strong linkages to Federal 

departments and state governments – key departments being Department of the Environment, 

Department of Agriculture, Department of Employment, Department of Health, Department of 

Human Services (DHS), Department of Immigration and Border Protection and Department of 

Industry Innovation and Science. Input from the Attorney-General's Department (AG), Treasury, 

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (PMC), Department of Education and Training, 

Department of Finance, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) may also be of value.  

Strong links to major government funding agencies such as ARC and NHMRC to develop synergistic 

approaches to funding genome science would be important. 

Other important considerations would be the creation of a board of management with strong 

governance, audit and risk skills and with appropriate scientific, industry and consumer 

representation and a major focus on international engagement.  Key committees would include a 

Programs committee that designs, reviews and recommends programs for funding and a Science and 

Industry Advisory Committee responsible for evaluating emerging scientific research challenges and 

to define areas for future investment as well as opportunities for international collaboration. 

It is important to highlight the Genome Australia concept is not seen/proposed to be an 

alternative to current arrangements and entities.  It is intended to build on and be a natural 

progression driving additional integration of the current capabilities and networks to further 

realise the enormous potential of genomics and its translational spin offs that will eventuate.  

NCRIS alignment with this opportunity would greatly assist Australia’s future genomic strengths, 

industry and community benefit as well as international competitiveness. The listing at 

attachment 2 highlights the extent of support for collaborative consideration across the sector. 
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Attachment 1 

It is suggested Genome Australia would have four areas of focus and would prioritise projects 

involving significant collaboration: 

1. National genome centres (‘platforms’ in Genome Canada parlance) – to provide 

advanced equipment and bioinformatic capability, with specialist foci, that would not 

only provide cost-effective state-of-the-art services in genomic analysis to Australian 

researchers and industry but would also explore the latest technologies and ensure these 

innovative capabilities become rapidly available to Australian researchers.  These centres 

would be highly networked to ensure resources, experience and expertise are shared, 

both with local groups at varying scale and linked into similar networks internationally. 

With an integrated national focus, expensive duplication would be avoided.  

2. Capacity building and education in bioinformatics, biostatistics and computational 

biology – allowing appropriate experimental design, the development of new tools and 

promoting availability of existing tools for analysis of genome data sets, allowing 

Australian researchers and industry to mine their own data sets and exploit data 

generated elsewhere.  Universities would be supported to develop training in 

computational methods to enlarge the pool of analytical capacity supported by Genome 

Australia and available to the research community, and simultaneously be fundamental 

to training a new generation graduates skilled in this area and boosting capacity and 

innovation for the business community more generally.  

3. Projects that use genomic approaches in:  

 Heath & Medicine — to improve disease prevention, diagnosis and treatment with a 
view towards the improvement, efficiency and sustainability of the health care system 
by targeting expensive therapies to gain maximum benefit and contributing Australian IP 
to the development of new therapies and personalised medicine.  

 Agri-food, Fisheries & Aquaculture and Forestry — to improve competitiveness by 
enhancing food production, profitability and quality, increase crop and livestock 
hardiness, enhance farm practices through genome/ epigenome-directed agronomy and 
minimise food waste during harvest, storage and transport.  Genomic advances will also 
improve the balance between profitability and the impacts on the wider environment, 
help manage pests and diseases, drive the development of functional foods and 
promote the sustainable sourcing from our very diverse land, forest and marine 
ecosystems. 

 Biosecurity – pests, weeds and diseases — to protect our unique and valuable natural 
and agricultural environments from exotic pests and accurately identify pests in our own 
export products to minimise damage to trade. Additionally, to ensure preparedness and 
responsiveness to disease incursions (e.g. by quickly identifying pest genetic sources) 
and to support the advantages of Australia as a source of “clean, safe, ethical and 
sustainable” food and biodiversity resource products. 

 Environment and biodiversity— to complete the genetic catalogue and tree of life of 
Australasian biota, one of the most unique on earth; to document the distribution of 
genetic resources in key pre-domesticated and wild relatives to support the next wave of 
bio-prospecting and sustainable natural resource product development; to identify 
adaptive variation to support climate change adaptation strategies and to enable rapid 
identification and monitoring of biodiversity for enhanced environmental impact 
assessment, environmental remediation and waste management. 
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 Other Industries — to explore the use of genomics in industries not traditionally linked 

with life sciences, such as mining and to exploit the link between genomics and synthetic 

biology which will add tools to industry, the likes of which we have not yet experienced. 

4. Consideration of the genomics-related economic, ethical, environmental, legal and 

societal (GE3LS) issues — when technology is introduced in a manner in which the 

implications and benefits are explained and discussed, the Australian community are 

early and enthusiastic adopters.  Genome Australia will play a leadership role in working 

with the community and with industry to explore the ethical, legal and social challenges 

and opportunities of genomics research and the application of genomic-based 

technologies. 
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Attachment 2 

 

GENOME AUSTRALIA SIGNATORIES AS AT NOVEMBER 5th, 2015 

(extract) 

The level of improvement in genomics capability is now reaching the point where it can credibly lead 

to transformational scientific advancement and to the development of new commercial sectors such 

as personalised medicine and enhanced targeted crop breeding.  In order to capitalise on these 

advances, the time is right to establish a dedicated national initiative, Genome Australia, seeking to 

realise the enormous potential of genomics and its translational spinoffs that will eventuate.  The 

individuals and organisations listed below support the Genome Australia concept.   

Chancellors and Vice-Chancellors 

 Professor Michael Berndt 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research), Office of The Pro Vice-Chancellor 

Faculty of Health Sciences, Curtin University, Perth, Western Australia  

 Professor Michael Brooks 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor & Vice-President (Research), The University of Adelaide, South Australia 

 Professor Chris Cocklin 

Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Research And Innovation, James Cook University, Townsville, 

Queensland  

 Professor Kevin Hall 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research & Innovation), Building Chancellery, Callaghan, University Drive, 

The University of Newcastle, New South Wales  

 Professor Bob Hill 

Executive Dean, Faculty of Sciences, University of Adelaide, Adelaide, South Australia 

 Professor Geraldine Mackenzie 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research), Southern Cross University, Bilinga, Queensland 

 Associate Professor David Miron 

Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research), The University of New England, Armidale, New South Wales  

 Professor Pauline Nestor 

Vice-Provost (Research), Monash University, Clayton, Victoria 

 Professor Robyn Owens 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research), The University of Western Australia Perth WA 

 Professor Ned Pankhurst 

Office of The Senior Deputy Vice Chancellor & Senior Vice President, Griffith University, Gold Coast, 

Queensland 
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 Professor Sakkie Pretorius 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research), Macquarie University, North Ryde, New South Wales 

 Professor Judy Raper 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research and Innovation), University of Wollongong, New South Wales 

 Professor Frances Shannon 

Deputy Vice Chancellor Research, University of Canberra, Australian Capital Territory 

 Professor Arun Sharma 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research and Commercialisation), University of Technology, Brisbane, 

Queensland  

 Professor Andrew Wells 

Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research and Strategy), The University of Tasmania, Division of The Chief 

Operating Officer, Hobart, Tasmania 

Institute Heads 

 Professor Tony Cunningham 

Director, Westmead Millennium Institute, Sydney, New South Wales 

 Professor Geoff Donnan 

Director, The Florey Institute of Neurosciences and Mental Health, Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor Tom Kay 

Director, St Vincents Institute of Medical Research, Melbourne, Victoria 

 Professor Frank Gannon 

Director and CEO, QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute, Brisbane, Queensland 

 Andrew Gilbert 

General Manager, Bioplatforms Australia, Sydney NSW 

 Professor Michelle Haber 

Executive Director, Children’s Cancer Institute Australia, Sydney, New South Wales  

 Professor David Handelsman 

Anzac Research Institute, Concord, New South Wales  

 Professor Doug Hilton 

Institute Director, Walter and Eliza Institute, Parkville, Victoria  

 Professor Ricky Johnstone 

Assistant Director, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, East Melbourne, Victoria 

 Professor John Mattick 

Executive Director, The Garvan Institute of Medical Research, Darlinghurst, New South Wales 
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 Professor Michael Nilsson 

Director: Hunter Medical Research Institute, New Lambton Heights, New South Wales  

 Professor Kathryn North  

Director, Murdoch Childrens Research Institute, Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor Peter Schofield 

Executive Director and CEO, Neura, Sydney, New South Wales 

 Professor Steve Wesselingh 

Executive Director, South Australia Health and Medical Research Institute (SAHMRI), Adelaide, 

South Australia 

 Professor Bryan Williams 

Institute Director and CEO, Hudson Institute of Medical Research, Monash University, Clayton, 

Victoria 

Centres, Schools And Facilities 

 Professor Robert Cowan 

Chief Executive Officer, Hearing CRC, The Hearing Cooperative Research Centre, Carlton, Victoria 

 Professor Simon Foote 

Director, John Curtin School of Medical Research, Australian National University, Canberra, 

Australian Capital Territory 

 Professor Peter Gresshoff 

Director, ARC Centre of Excellence for Integrative Legume Research, University of Queensland, St 

Lucia, Queensland  

 Professor Marcel Dinger 

Head, Kinghorn Centre for Clinical Genomics, The Garvan Institute, Darlinghurst, New South Wales  

 Professor Rob Lewis 

Chair AGRF Board, Adelaide, South Australia 

 Stephanie Palmer 

Manager, Biomolecular Resource Facility and Genome Discovery Unit, Australian National 

University, Canberra, Australian Capital Territory  

 Professor Ian Small 

Plant Energy Biology, Centre of Excellence, Crawley, Western Australia 

Commonwealth Scientific And Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) 

 Dr Jim Peacock 

Fellow and Chair of CSIRO’s Office of Chief Executive Science Team, Canberra, Australian Capital 

Territory  
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 Dr Liz Dennis 

Chief Research Scientist, Division of Agriculture, CSIRO, Canberra, ACT 

Academic Researchers 

 Professor David Adelson 

University of Adelaide, Adelaide, South Australia 

 Emeritus Professor Ben Adler 

Monash University, Clayton, Victoria 

 Professor Alex Andrianopoulos 

Deputy-Head - Genetics, University of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor Gavin Ash 

Acting Head of School of Agriculture and Wine Sciences, Wagga Wagga, Charles Sturt University, 

New South Wales 

 Professor Darren Crayn 

Director, Australian Tropical Herbarium, James Cook University, Townsville, Queensland 

 Associate Professor Melanie Bahlo 

Bioinformatics, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor David Balding 

Statistical Genetics, University of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor Jacki Batley 

Future Fellow, School of Plant Biology, University of Western Australia, Crawley, Western Australia  

 Professor Phil Batterham 

Associate Dean of Genetics, Bio21 Institute, Melbourne, Victoria 

 Professor Sam Berkovic 

Epilepsy Research Centre, Austin Health, Heidelberg, Victoria 

 Professor Ben Cocks 

Research Director, Biosciences Platform, Department of Primary Industries, Victoria and Deputy 

Chief Scientist, Dairy Futures CRC, Bundoora, Victoria 

 Professor Steve Cooper 

Principal Research Scientist, Evolutionary Biology Unit, South Australian Museum, South Australia  

 Associate Professor Lynn Corcoran 

Immunology, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, Parkville, Victoria 
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 Dr Mark Cowley 

Team Leader, Translational Genomics, The Garvan Institute, Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South 

Wales 

 Professor Alan Cowman 

Joint Division Head: Infection and Immunity, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical 

Research, Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor Jeff Craig 

Senior Research Fellow, Environmental & Genetic Epidemiology Research, Murdoch Childrens 

Research Institute, Parkville, Victoria  

 Professor Simon Easteal 

John Curtin School of Medical Research, Australian National University, Canberra, Australian 

Capital Territory 

 Professor David Edwards 

School of Plant Biology, University of Western Australia, Perth, Western Australia 

 Dr Sylvain Foret 

Leader, Bioinformatics, Genomics and Epigenomics Laboratory, Australian National University, 

Canberra, Australian Capital Territory 

 Professor Al Forrest 

Laboratory Head, Systems Biology and Genomics, Harry Perkins Institute, Nedlands, Western 

Australia 

 Dr Archa Fox 

Laboratory Head, Cancer Gene Regulation, Harry Perkins Institute, Nedlands, Western Australia 

 Professor Robin Gasser 

Deputy Head of Department, Veterinary Sciences, University of Melbourne, Werribee, Victoria 

 Dr Dominique Gorse 

General Manager, QFAB, University of Queensland, St Lucia, Queensland 

 Professor Sean Grimmond 

Group Leader, Genomics of Development and Disease Division, Glasgow University and University 

of Queensland, St Lucia, Queensland 

 Professor Len Harrison 

Division of Autoimmunity and Transplantation, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute Of Medical 

Research, Parkville, Victoria  

 Dr Edwin Hawkins 

Laboratory Head, Immunology, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, Parkville, 

Victoria  
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 Professor Vanessa Hayes 

Laboratory Head, Human Comparative and Prostate Cancer Genomics, The Garvan Institute, 

Darlinghurst, New South Wales 

 Professor Ary Hoffmann 

Department of Genetics, University of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor Barbara Howlett 

School of Botany, University of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor Dean Jerry 

Head, Aquaculture and Fisheries, James Cook University, Townsville, Queensland 

 Professor Mike Jones 

Agricultural Biotechnology, Murdoch University, Murdoch, Western Australia 

 Professor Michael Keller  

Head, School of Agriculture, Food and Wine, University Of Adelaide, Adelaide, South Australia 

 Dr Maher Khaled 

Director, Commercial Engagement - Personalised Medicine, Uniquest, University of Queensland, St 

Lucia, Queensland 

 Professor Ben Kile 

Molecular Medicine, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor Peter Koopman 

Genomics of Development and Disease Division, University of Queensland, St Lucia, Queensland 

 Professor Nigel Laing 

Head, Neurogenetic Diseases Laboratory, Harry Perkins Institute, Nedlands, Western Australia 

 Professor Peter Langridge 

Plant Genomics Centre, School of Agriculture, Food and Wine, University of Adelaide, South 

Australia 

 Professor Ryan Lister 

The ARC Centre of Excellence in Plant Energy Biology and The Harry Perkins Institute, Nedlands, 

Western Australia 

 Professor Andrew Lowe 

Chair in Plant Conservation Biology, University of Adelaide, South Australia  

 Dr Ian Majewski 

Laboratory Head, Division: Cancer and Haematology, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical 

Research, Parkville, Victoria 
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 Professor Grant McArthur 

Associate Director of Research Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, Victoria, East Melbourne, Victoria  

 Professor Craig Moritz 

Leader, ANU Evolution, Ecology and Genetics CBA Director, Australian National University, 

Australian Capital Territory 

 Professor Charles Mullighan  

Cancer Theme Leader, South Australian Health and Medical Research Institute (SAHMRI), Adelaide, 

South Australia  

 Dr Greg Natrass 

Facility Manager, South Australian Research and Development Institute (SARDI), Roseworthy, 

South Australia  

 Dr Paul Neville 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, Kings Park, Western Australia  

 Associate Professor Dale Nyholt 

Faculty of Health, Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Queensland 

 Professor Moira O’Bryan 

Deputy Head (Research), NHMRC Principal Research Fellow, Monash University, Clayton, Victoria 

 Professor Tony Papenfuss 

Head, Bioinformatics, Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute, East Melbourne, Victoria  

 Professor Thomas Preiss 

RNA Biology, Australian National University, Canberra, Australian Capital Territory 

 Professor Mark Ragan 

Co-Division Head, Genomics of Development and Disease Division, University Of Queensland, St 

Lucia, Queensland 

 Associate Professor Glen Reid 

Senior Research Scientist, Asbestos Disease Research Institute (ADRI), Sydney, New South Wales 

 Professor Marilyn Renfree 

Laureate Professor, Department of Zoology, The University of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria 

 Dr Charlie Robin 

Department of Genetics, University of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor Ingrid Scheffer 

Chair of Paediatric Neurology Research, University of Melbourne and Director of Paediatrics, Austin 

Health, Heidelberg, Victoria 
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 Professor Mark Schembri 

ARC Future Fellow, University of Queensland, St Lucia, Queensland 

 Professor Hamish Scott 

Head, Molecular Pathology Research Laboratory, Institute of Medical and Vet Science, Adelaide, 

South Australia  

 Dr Ian Searle 

ARC QEII Fellow and Laboratory Head, University of Adelaide, Adelaide, South Australia  

 Professor Andrew Sinclair 

Deputy Director, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Parkville, Victoria  

 Dr Kelly Smith 

Group Leader, Genomics of Development and Disease Division, Institute For Molecular Biosciences, 

St Lucia, Queensland  

 Professor Gordon Smyth 

Division Head, Bioinformatics, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research (WEHI), 

Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor Terry Speed 

Bioinformatics, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research (WEHI), Parkville, Victoria 

 Professor Terry Spithill 

Professor of Animal Science, Department of Animal, Plant and Soil Sciences, Centre For 

Agribioscience, Latrobe University, Bundoora, Victoria 

 Professor Tim Stinear 

Microbiology and Immunology, University of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria 

 Dr Clare Stirzaker 

Group Leader - Epigenetic Deregulation in Cancer, Garvan Institute, Darlinghurst, New South Wales 

 Associate Professor Rene Vaillancourt 

Deputy Head of Plant Science, University Of Tasmania, Hobart, Tasmania 

 Professor Carola Vinuesa 

Head, Department of Immunology and Infectious Disease, Australian National University, 

Australian Capital Territory 

 Professor Peter Visscher 

Chair of Quantitative Genetics, Queensland Brain Institute, University of Queensland, St Lucia, 

Queensland 

 Professor Claire Wade 

Sub Dean, Faculty of Vet Science Sydney University, Sydney, New South Wales 
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 Associate Professor Jenny Weismantel 

Asbestos Diseases Research Institute, University of Sydney, New South Wales 

 Professor Jim Whelan 

Director RFA Securing Food, Water and The Environment and Co-Director of Agribio, Bundoora, 

Victoria 

 Professor Andy Whiteley 

Molecular Microbial Ecology, University of Western Australia, Crawley, Western Australia 

 Dr Peter Wilson 

Research Partnership Manager at The University of Queensland, St Lucia, Queensland 

 Professor Justin Zobel 

Head, Department of Computing and Information Systems 

University of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria 

 Dallas Donovan 

‎Chief Operating Officer, Seafarm Group, West End, Queensland 

 Professor Bob Heddle  

Chief Pathologist, SA Pathology, Hanson Institute, Adelaide, South Australia 

 Dr Cliff Holloway 

Chief Executive Officer, Sienna Cancer Diagnostics, Scoresby, Victoria 

 Greg Kilmister 

Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer, Australian Laboratory Services Ltd., Milton, 

Queensland  

 Mark Livermore 

Agricultural Research and Development, Tasmanian Alkaloids, Westbury, Tasmania 

 Wayne McVee 

Chief Executive Officer, Livestock Improvement Corporation, Hamilton, New Zealand 

 John Michailidis 

Managing Director, Teva Pharmaceuticals Australia Pty Ltd, Macquarie Park, New South Wales 

 Graham Mitchell AO 

Principal, Foursight Associates Pty Ltd, Carlton, Victoria 

 Dr Andrew Nash 

Senior Vice President, Research, CSL Limited, Melbourne, Victoria 

 Dr Tim Orpin 

General Manager Asia Pacific and Japan, Illumina, Melbourne, Victoria 
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 Sarah Peaty 

Roche Diagnostics Australia Pty Ltd, Castle Hill, New South Wales 

 Paul Perreault 

Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director, CSL Ltd, Melbourne, Victoria 

 Dr Deborah Rathjen 

Head of Bionomics Incorporated, Adelaide, South Australia 

 Professor David Richards 

Being Alive, Mudgeeraba, Queensland 

 Professor Nick Samaras 

CEO, Murigen Therapeutics, Melbourne, Victoria 

 Professor Graeme Suthers  

Director of Genetics, Sonic Health, Adelaide, South Australia  

 Dr Han Tsai 

Taotogene 

 Dr Paul Watt 

Chief Scientific Officer 

Phylogica, Perth, Western Australia 

 Dr Michael Wilson 

Senior Director of Molecular Biology, CSL Limited, Melbourne, Victoria 


